to ascend the crag of long-life, certain traits in the negative phase
of civilization drop out. This is dramatized in the dialogue between
the Elderly Gentleman and his two hundred years old lady guardian.
She does not understand words like pious pilgrimage, family
relationships, and lady doctor. She does not understand metapho-
rical language. She does not laugh, and thinks that laughter is a
sign of immaturity, this from Shaw the comedian! She does not
understand the word decent. On the west coast of Ireland, there is
no private properly and consequently no trespass. There are no
landlords. Old age is unknown there. Sneering is unfamiliar
to her and she strongly resents it. The Elderly Gentleman is
threatened with a collar and chain.

The first and last plays provide a study in parallelism mixed with
contrast. The setting of the first play is agricultural, whereas
that of the second play is pastoral. But both plays suggest Shaw's
reaction against the twin evils of modern civilization, mechanization
and urbanization, which lead to crowd-psychology.
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